Mrs. Diana Reed
Office: Preschool Lab, Rm 145 Hoyt
Office Hours: MWF after class 3:00-3:30 p.m.
and by appointment: 724-946-7174
E-mail – reedd@westminster.edu
Early Childhood Education 203

Diversity within Family-School-Community Partnerships
3 credits, January 18 – May 2 2012
“When programs and initiativ es focus on building respectful and trusting relationships among school staff, families and
community members, they are more effectiv e in creating and sustaining connections that support student achiev ement.”
(Henderson & Mapp, 2002)

I. COURSE INTENT
The focus of this course is on understanding how families and communities are significant contexts for
children’s development and school success (Weiss, Lopez, & Kreider, 2003). Based upon these insights,
together we will explore ways to respect and understand diversity and to build bridges of understanding
between schools, families and communities. During practicum experiences, readings, reflections, projects and
class discussion we will investigate the role of the professional in supporting all families and their children.
A. Course Goals
The purpose of this course is to provide you with an opportunity to:
1) analyze diversity within your family’s culture in order to understand and value other families’ funds
of knowledge in your future classroom,
2) develop cross-cultural competence by identifying and appreciating variations in families’ beliefs,
traditions, and values,
3) consider community resource organizations in order to understand diverse
families’ needs,
4) explore the unique needs of preschool learners, their families, and teachers,
5) learn to listen and respect families and build competent partnerships with them through multiple
forms of communications (newsletter, conferences, forums, journals, class participation)
6) generate culturally responsive curriculum, building upon diverse family’s funds of knowledge.
B. Early Learning Standards for NAEYC
In relation to learning standards developed by the National Association for the Education of Young Children,
our class will examine the implications of these guidelines for our work with preschool children across home,
school and community settings.
http://www.naeyc.org/files/academy/file/OverviewStandards.pdf
C. Pennsylvania Department of Education Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
In relation to the Pennsylvania Department of Education Learning Standards for Early Childhood (2009), our
class will examine the implications of these guidelines for our work with preschool children across home,
school and community settings.
http://pa.gov/portal/server.pt/community/standards/8709
II. COURSE READINGS
Required:
Allen, J. (2007). Creating welcoming schools: A practical guide to home-school partnerships
with diverse families. New York: Teacher’s College Press & Newark, DE: International Reading
Association.
Gonzalez-Mena,J. (2008). Diversity in early care and education: Honoring differences. Washington, DC:
NAEYC & New York: McGraw-Hill Publications.

Payne, R.K. (2006). Working with parents: Building relationships for student success. Highlands, TX: aha!
Process, Inc.

Cultural memoirs. Choose 1 of following books:

1. Yang, K.K. (2008). The latehomecomer: A Hmong family memoir. Minneopolis, MN: Coffee House Press.
2. Beals, M. P. (1995). Warriors don’t cry. New York: Simon Pulse.
3. Villasenor, V. (2004). Burro genius. New York: HarperCollins Publishers.

III. COURSE ORGANIZATION
Mondays & Wednesdays and some Fridays, week 3-8: Room 303, 2:00 – 3:00 PM CHECK SYLLABUS!
IV. CLASS LEARNING EXPERIENCES
A. Attendance, Participation, and Professionalism
• The success of this course strongly relies on student’s attendance and participation. Please
punctually arrive to class and be prepared to discuss the scheduled topic of the day and participate in
group activities. Students are given two attendance “freebies.” You have two class periods you are
able to miss without explanation. Five points will be deducted for every class missed beyond the two,
unless you have communicated a valid reason of absence.
• Students will complete all required assignments, on time and in an honest and comprehensive
fashion. Points will be deducted for every day an assignment is late.
• Students will leave all personal “crises” at the door. Class discussions are reserved for topics related
to course content.
• Professional behavior is always expected. Therefore, a student will be respectful, honest and open
with one another: everyone’s participation and efforts would be welcomed, heard and valued. Cell
phones should be turned off during class times.
V.

PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Professionalism – A. Demonstrate knowledge of and competence in fostering professionalism in school and community
settings. C. Know about and uphold ethical standards and other professional guidelines, 1, 2 & 3. I. Use their knowledge
and understanding about diversity, 2. K. Become effective communicators and collaborators, 2. L. Stay current on
research and apply new strategies and techniques, 1.

B. Class Discussion
Talking about our course readings with others is one important way to rethink what you are learning while also
hearing other interpretations. Come to class prepared with 5 points of interest that you may share with
the class regarding the readings. These may be collected at random times as proof of your preparation,
be prepared!
PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Child Development - B. Know and understanding multiple influences on development and learning, 2 & 5. C. Know and
understand the principles and theories of child development, 2 & 3. D. Know the following approaches, strategies, and
tools used to promote development and learning, 5. E. Demonstrate understanding of early childhood PreK-4 education
foundations, theory, and policy, 3.
IV.
Family and Community Collaboration Partnerships –C. Know family systems and roles of families in children’s
development, 1, 4, 5 & 6.
I.

C. Projects
School Memory Reflection Paper – Due 1/20
Reflect on your own experience in school. Relate positive and negative impacts and how your family may or
may not have been involved. No citations are necessary. This is a one-two page self–reflection.
Student Photo Map Memoirs – Due 1/25
Study your own culture by exploring varying issues related to education, parent involvement in schools,
values, languages, religion, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economics, and disabilities. Prepare a photo
map of your own culture to share in class.
PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Child Development - B. Know and understanding multiple influences on development and learning, 2 & 5.
Observation, Documentation, and Assessment –E. Understand the difference between summative and
formative assessments, 2.
IV.
Family and Community Collaboration Partnerships –C. Know family systems and roles of families in children’s
development, 1, 4, 5 & 6.

I.
III.

Family-School Practicum- Reflections due 3/26 & 4/25
Choose a preschool setting where you will volunteer for 10 hours (e.g., Head Start) during this semester. An
intentionally written journal will be assigned in reference to your practicum and a signed log sheet will be
mandatory. Points to ponder and an outline of expectations will be provided before you begin.
PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Child Development - D. Know the following approaches, strategies, and tools used to promote development and
learning, 5.
II.
Observation, Documentation, and Assessment – C. Use informal and formal assessment strategies to evaluate and
document performance, 1 & 2.
III.
Family and Community Collaboration Partnerships – A. Apply understanding of children and families diversity, 2 & 5.
B. Utilize their knowledge of community and its resources, 4 & 5. D. Know strategies for becoming cross-culturally
competent, 1, 2, 3 & 4. E. Know and understand strategies to partner with families, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 & 8.
IV.
Professionalism – A. Demonstrate knowledge of and competence in fostering professionalism in school and community
settings. C. Know about and uphold ethical standards and other professional guidelines, 1, 2 & 3. D. Engage in
continuous collaborative learning to inform practice, 1, 2, 4 & 6. E. Integrate knowledgeable, reflective and critical
perspectives on early education, 3. F. Integrate knowledgeable, reflective and critical perspectives on early education, 1
& 2. I. Use their knowledge and understanding about diversity, 2. K. Become effective communicators and collaborators,
2. L. Stay current on research and apply new strategies and techniques, 1.
I.

Cultural Memoir Analysis Paper – Due 2/20
Based on the reading of your cultural memoir book choice, you will write an analysis paper with citations.
This should be a 3-5 page paper, plus a reference page. The standard APA format is to be followed: typed,
double-spaces, 12-point font, 1 – inch margins. Also, because this is an analysis paper you will be citing
outside resources that support your analysis rationales.
http://www.psychwww.com/resource/APA%20Research%20Style%20Crib%20Sheet.htm

D. Community Resources Project - Due 3/14-3/21
1. Find Volunteer Agency
Consider the public and private social/human services organizations available to families in many
communities (Crisis Shelter, Adult Literacy, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, City Rescue Mission, Cray Youth and
Family Services, Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, Pregnancy Resource Center, etc.). After choosing
an agency, find a partner in our class who will become your co-learner for this project. Create a 10-15 minute
PowerPoint presentation with your partner, including your reflections, photos, video clips, etc. to share with
our class. Through this 5-7 slide presentation, offer a clear overview of the support services available to
families and your changing view of family systems and family life cycles.

2. Investigate and Gather Information
Gather information related to the following questions and others you develop with your partner.
a. Describe how, when, where, and why eligible families receive support.
b. Discuss how this agency supports families you currently know or in your future classroom.
c. Imagine someone in your extended family needing these services.
d. Explain how these new insights into various families and social organizations help you understand
your future students’ families more completely.
e. Explore your changing vision of social and human service organizations.

IV.

V.

PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Family and Community Collaboration Partnerships – B. Utilize their knowledge of community and its resources. 1, 2,
3, 4 & 5. C. Know family systems and roles of families in children’s development, 1, 4, 5 & 6. D. Know strategies for
becoming cross-culturally competent, 1, 2, 3 & 4. E. Know and understand strategies to partner with families, 1, 2, 3. F.
Articulate strategies that link families to community resources, 1, 2, 3 & 4.
Professionalism – A. Demonstrate knowledge of and competence in fostering professionalism in school and community
settings. C. Know about and uphold ethical standards and other professional guidelines, 1, 2 & 3. E. Integrate
knowledgeable, reflective and critical perspectives on early education, 3. F. Integrate knowledgeable, reflective and
critical perspectives on early education, 1 & 2. I. Use their knowledge and understanding about diversity, 2. K. Become
effective communicators and collaborators, 2.

E. Culturally Responsive Instruction Project - Due 4/18-4/25
Together with another classmate, develop a cultural study to share in your future classroom. This exploration
needs to build on the funds of knowledge present within a diverse culture new to you. Include the following 6
components: children’s picture books, videos, websites, guest speakers, field trip sites, and artifacts.
Demonstrate how you plan to build on families’ funds of knowledge in this exploration by outlining a parent
involvement lesson. Present a PowerPoint presentation to demonstrate your study.
I.
II.
III.

PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Child Development - D. Know the following approaches, strategies, and tools used to promote development and
learning, 5.
Observation, Documentation, and Assessment – A. Demonstrate knowledge of assessment to develop instructional
practices that support classroom instruction, 3. B. Use several types of assessment to inform classroom practice, 5.
Family and Community Collaboration Partnerships – A. Apply understanding of children and families diversity, 2 & 5.
B. Utilize their knowledge of community and its resources, 5.

F. Essay Exam at Mid-terms & Finals
Mid-terms – Essay and short answers. - 2/27 & 5/2
Finals – Students will respond to essay, open-ended questions based on overarching course goals,
experiences and readings, thereby demonstrating an understanding of early childhood foundations, theory,
policy and diversity issues. 4/15
I.
II.
III.
IV.

V.

PDE Learning Standards for Early Childhood Education
Child Development - E. Demonstrate understanding of early childhood PreK-4 education foundations, theory, and
policy, 3.
Observation, Documentation, and Assessment – C. Use informal and formal assessment strategies to evaluate and
document performance, 1 & 2.
Family and Community Collaboration Partnerships – C. Know family systems and roles of families in children’s
development, 1, 4, 5 & 6. D. Know strategies for becoming cross-culturally competent, 1, 2, 3 & 4. E. Know and
understand strategies to partner with families, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 & 8. F. Articulate strategies that link families to community
resources, 1, 2, 3 & 4.
Professionalism – E. Integrate knowledgeable, reflective and critical perspectives on early education, 3. F. Integrate
knowledgeable, reflective and critical perspectives on early education, 1 & 2. I. Use their knowledge and understanding
about diversity, 2. L. Stay current on research and apply new strategies and techniques, 1.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE
Date & Topic
1/18 – 1/20 Week 1
Course Introduction,
Funds of Knowledge within
Personal Family-SchoolCommunity Culture
1/23 – 1/25 Week 2
Funds of Knowledge in
Diverse Cultures
1/30– 2/3 Week 3
Models of Family-schoolcommunity partnerships
2/6 – 2/10 Week 4
Family Systems

2/13 – 2/117 Week 5
Dialoguing with Families
2/20 – 2/24

Week 6

Working with Parents

Reading/Projects
& Due Dates
1/18 Introduction to course
1/20 Allen 1,2 Due: School memory reflection
page
Begin to organize photo map
memoir
1/23 – Allen 3, People First Language
1/25 - Due: Photo map memoirs
1/30 – Allen 4
2/1 – Practicum training: Joanna Cappabianco, LCCAP
Head Start Volunteer Coordinator

5:30 PM @ Head Start

2/3 -Small group Cultural Memoirs
2/6 –Guest speaker: Betsy Spargo – Director, LCCAP
Head Start
2/8- Small group discussion, APA style writing
2/10 - Allen 5 & 6
2/13 – Allen 7 & Gonzalez-Mena 1Gonzalez
2/15 –- Practicum Small group discussion
2/17 – No class
2/20 – Gonzalez-Mena 3 & 4 & additional related
articles for discussion

Due: Cultural Memoir Analysis Paper
2/22 – Allen 8, Introduction to Community Resources

2/27 – 2/29 Week 7
Community Support
Networks

titles
2/24 – Gonzales-Mena 5 & Payne “Working with
Parents” Midterm review
2/27 - Guest speaker–Community Resources Organization
2/29 - Practicum small group discussion
3/2– Midterm (Com munity Resources Project title due)

3/5– 3/9

SPRING BREAK

Week 8

3/12 – 3/14 Week 9
Family Life Cycles in
Diverse Cultures

3/12 – Allen 9 & 10 NAEYC families

3/19 – 3/21 Week 10
Community Resources
Projects

3/19 –Present Community Resource Projects
3/21 – Present Community Resource Projects

3/26 – 3/28 Week 11
Diversity in books & materials

3/26 - Allen 11 Due: Practicum Reflection #1

4/2 – 4/4 Week 12
Difficult issues for families
and teachers

4/2 – Allen 12 Scenarios from Crisis Manual
4/4 – guest speaker – Gonzalez-Mena 6
4/6 – Easter Break

3/14 -Present Community Resource Projects

3/28 – Diversity book/catalogue review

4/11 – 4/13 Week 13
Preschools in others
cultures

4/9 – Easter Break
4/11 – Gonzalez-Mena 7 & “Preschool in Three
Cultures” video
4/13 – Professionalism and Instruction with PA ELS

4/16 – 4/18 Week 14
Culturally Responsive
Instruction

4/16 - Visit to the Preschool Lab
4/18 – Present Culturally Responsive Instruction
Projects

4/23 – 4/25 Week 15
Culturally Responsive
Instruction

4/23- Present Culturally Responsive Instruction Project
4/25- Present Culturally Responsive Instruction Project
Due – Reflection #2 and Practicum Log Sheet

4/30 – 5/2 Week 16
Evaluation and Final

4/30 – Evaluations and class overview, “Starting Small –
Teaching Tolerance in Preschool and the Early Grades”
5/2 – Final Exam

VI. COURSE EVALUATION
A. Academic Integrity
Central to the purpose and pursuit of any academic community is academic integrity. All members of the
Westminster community, including students, faculty, staff, and administrators, are expected to maintain the
highest standards of honesty and integrity, in keeping with the philosophy and mission of the College.
B. Grading
For our primary learning experiences, you will receive an evaluation rubric for response and grading of your
work. To determine your course grade, points earned for course experiences will be considered as well as
your professional behavior. All projects are due during class on the day stated on the syllabus. Grading of
late projects will result in 10% deduction per day.
A = 200-185, A- = 184-180, B+ = 179-176, B = 175-165, B- = 164-160, C+ = 159 - 156, C = 155-145,
C- = 144-140, D+ = 139-136, D = 135-125, D- = 124-120, F = 119 and below.
Learning Experiences
Attendance, Participation,
and Professionalism

Due dates
Every class session
including practicum
participation
School Memory reflection paper 1/20

Points
10 – Participation
10 – Practicum evaluation

Photo Map Memoirs

1/25

10

Practicum reflections and log

3/26 & 4/25

10

Cultural Memoir Analysis Paper
Community Resources Project
Culturally Responsive Instruction
Project
Mid-term Exam
Final Exam

2/20
3/14-3/21
4/18 – 4/25

35
35
35

Essay exam - 2/27
Essay exam – 5/2

25
25

5

200 points total

