Sociology 214: Social Class in America (formerly SOC 104:
Social Inequality)
Dr. Kristin Park
Class Time: MWF 2-3
Old Main 310
Spring, 2012

Office:Watto Faculty Lounge, 3rd floor
McKelvey
OH: MWF 12:50-1:50
TR 11-12 and by appointment
Office phone: 724-946-7251

Home phone: 724-658-2322
(emergencies only, please)
Email: kpark@westminster.edu
Campus mailbox: Box 103, or Sociology
“Trying to put oneself in the place of the other lies at the heart of the social contract
and of social life itself”
- Elliot Liebow, Tell Them Who I Am: The Lives of Homeless Women, p. xv.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: There could hardly be a more relevant time to study
income inequality in the United States. News stories from recent months cover
Occupy Wall Street protests around the nation, quote hopeful presidential
candidates crying “class warfare!” at suggestions that the wealthy should pay
higher taxes, chronicle rising poverty and food bank use in suburbs, describe
lower social mobility for Americans than for many of our Western European
counterparts, discover that 2/3 of Americans see class conflict as more
significant than racial or immigration tensions and find that almost 1 in 2
Americans live in poverty or on earnings that classify them as low-income.
This class describes, analyzes and morally evaluates issues surrounding
economic privilege and disadvantage in the contemporary United States. Aided
by sociological theories and concepts, we attempt to objectively analyze
empirical data so as to more accurately understand one of the central issues
facing our country today.
This is a service learning class in which your major out-of-class assignment will
be working with preschool children in early learning programs in New Castle and
New Wilmington, working with adults in food pantries in Lawrence County or
working in another setting of your choice that matches course goals. Service
learning is defined as “a credit-bearing, educational experience in which students
participate in an organized service activity that meets identified community needs
and reflect on the service activity in such a way as to gain further understanding
of course content, a broader appreciation of the discipline and an enhanced
sense of civic responsibility” (Bringle and Hatcher, A Service Learning Curriculum
for Faculty, The Michigan Journal of Community Service-Learning, Fall, 1995).
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It is my hope that your service learning will more deeply enhance your
understanding of course material and thus make the course content more real and
meaningful for you.
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES: My learning objectives for you span the levels
of Bloom et al’s categories of cognitive processing. These categories are
Remember, Comprehend, Apply, Analyze, Evaluate and Create (see end of
syllabus).
By the end of the course you should be able to:
1.Recall selected statistics on the American income distribution, the poverty rate and
poverty thresholds for families of different sizes (exams);
2.Summarize and critique major theoretical perspectives on income inequality and
poverty (exams);
3.Interpret tables, figures and charts depicting inequality intersections (Stratification
Profile Poster, social mobility tables);
4.Objectively describe activities you observe at your service learning site (journals);
5. Interpret your service learning site observations using course concepts and
theories (journals);
6.Analyze how the U.S. educational system both perpetuates inequality and offers
social mobility (exams, journals);
7.Explore linkages between income inequality and hunger (journals);
8.Describe and evaluate the impact of the 1996 Welfare Reform Act (exams);
9.Articulate your own perspective on the morality of income inequality (“thinking
assignment”);
10.Summarize and evaluate social policies on income inequality and create your
own alternatives (“thinking assignment”).
This course fulfills the IP requirement in Social Thought and Tradition. We will
focus especially on the skills of “practicing and improving collaborative skills” as
well as “demonstrating problem-solving and critical thinking skills” and
“developing effective written and oral communication skills.” The course also
counts as an elective for the Peace Studies minor at the College.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
There will be three exams with a mixed format of essay, short answer and objective
questions. You have the option of completing one exam essay outside of the exam
period.
You will keep a journal of your activities at your service learning site, your
connection of them to course content and your broader moral and emotional
reflections. You will submit your journal entries three times during the semester and
we will discuss your experiences periodically in class.
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You will complete two “thinking assignments” that ask you to do higher-order
evaluation, problem-solving and reflection related to course content. You will
present your thoughts during the final exam period.
You will complete several short in-class or take-home mini-assignments that
will be graded on a S/U basis and together constitute 10% of your grade. These
assignments are noted on the syllabus and your grade on them derives from how
many you complete in a satisfactory manner. That is,“Satisfactories” out of 8
total assignments gives you a “100;” 6 would give you a “75” and so forth. No
make-ups are allowed for these assignments except for documented,
excused absences. Otherwise if you miss the class period in which the
assignment is given or due you will not receive credit for it. Authorized
make-ups must be completed no later than the following class period.
At the end of the course I rank students on a class participation scale. Your grade
will either stay the same or be raised from 1 to 3 total points depending on your
amount and quality of class participation (e.g. 75 or C becoming a 78 or C+).
Participation includes active engagement in small group work and discussion that
you have with me outside of the class period about course topics.
Course requirements are weighted as follows:
Exam 1

15%

Exam 2

15%

Exam 3

20%

Service Learning Journal
(3 submissions)

30%

Mini-assignments
10%
“My social class” reflection
Monopoly exercise
Poverty Simulation participation and reflection
Social class vignette
Debate participation
Political report
Kozol consultancy
URAC assignment
“Thinking” assignments:
Morality of inequality
Poverty and inequality policies

5%
5%
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GRADE CALCULATION: To compute your grade simply multiply the grade that
you earned on a particular requirement by the percentage of the grade that it is
worth. For example, if you earned an 80 on the first exam you multiply it by .15
which becomes a 12. A 75 on your first journal submission is worth .10 which
becomes a 7.5. 12 plus 7.5 equals 19.5. Do the same for all your other course
requirements and add them up and you will have a number that is a percentage
of 100. Put in hypothetical values for remaining requirements to reach the 100
total possible points to get a sense of where you stand. I do not give extra
credit opportunities.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Regular attendance is necessary for the course to have
a sense of continuity and integration across class periods. After three
unexcused course absences your grade will be negatively affected. If you
miss more than SIX classes for any reason you will not pass the class.
Also, attendance is required on days that we have guest speakers or
student presentations, unless you contact me in advance with an excused
absence. Chronic lateness counts as missed classes. Do see me early on if
you have exceptional circumstances related to family issues, medical problems,
or personal difficulties that are affecting your class attendance and course work.
Bring the day’s readings to class with you to refer to for discussion. The more
actively that you get involved, the more rewarding this course should be!
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN WORK:
Miniassignments should be typed, printed and brought to the class period in which
they are due. In an effort to be environmentally-friendly, I encourage you to submit
work that has been printed on the opposite side of the paper as long as the paper is
not wrinkled, torn, etc. Just cross out the text that I should be ignoring!
Service learning journal entries and take-home exam essays should be typed
and electronically posted to the course R drive, Assignment/Submit folder in your
personal designed folder. Please label the assignment clearly. All assignments
should be typed with size 12 font and have numbered pages.
“Thinking papers” should be typed and both posted to the R drive, as above, and
printed and brought to the final exam period.
POLICY ON LATE AND MAKE-UP WORK: All coursework must be completed
by or on the date specified in the syllabus, unless special arrangements are
made in advance with me. Unless otherwise indicated, all assignments are due
at the beginning of the class period on the specified due date. Assignments
submitted before 4:00 on that same day will be docked 5 points, with 10 points
subtracted for each day late thereafter. Normally the only acceptable excuses for
turning assignments in late without this penalty are medical excuses and family
emergencies, for which you need to provide documentation.
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TECHNOLOGY POLICY: I expect you to come to class with the intention of
learning. This means that distracting objects and activities including cell phones,
text messaging, email and listening to MP3 players should be put aside at the
classroom door. All cell phones must be completely switched off before you
enter the classroom and remain off for the entire period. Repeated violations of
this policy will affect your class grade.
INCLUSION POLICY: Westminster College actively strives for the full inclusion
of all our students. Students with disabilities who require access solutions for
environmental or curricular barriers should contact Corey Shaw, Director of
Disability Resources in 209 Thompson Clark Hall or at 724-946-7192 or at
shawcj@westminster.edu.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: There are few greater rewards in life than being a
person of good character. Possessing such a character means that you can look
yourself in the eye in the mirror every morning and smile back at the face that
greets you, regardless of other problems or challenges that you may be facing.
Part of a good character and central to the purpose and pursuit of any academic
community is academic integrity. All members of the Westminster community,
including students, faculty, staff and administrators, are expected to maintain the
highest standards of academic honesty and integrity, in keeping with the
philosophy and mission of the College. You are expected to be familiar with and
to abide by the College policy and procedures described in the Undergraduate
Catalog. Academic dishonesty is a profound violation of this code of behavior. It
can take several forms, including, but not limited to, plagiarism, cheating,
misconduct, and providing false information.
Academic dishonesty breaks the sense of trust that is central to a vital,
educational community like Westminster. Dishonesty in any of these forms will
not be tolerated. Students who engage in academic dishonesty face the
penalties outlined in the College policy. In addition, work that you submit in
this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com, a plagiarism prevention
service that also provides educational information on how to practice
honesty in the conduct of research and writing of papers.
For the purposes of this course, I expect you to do your own work unless
collaboration with others is required, allowed or encouraged for a particular
assignment. I also expect you to do original work for this course. This means
that you may not read texts or submit papers used for another course for the
purpose of fulfilling requirements in this course, unless specific arrangements are
made with me and you also have the permission of the other instructor.
Behaving with academic integrity also means that you put forth your fair share of
effort into group discussions and projects undertaken in the course.
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GRADING SCALE:
“Outstanding”

94 - 100
90 - 93

A
A-

88 - 89
84 - 87
80 - 83

B+
B
B-

“Superior”

78 - 79
74 - 77
70 - 73

C+
C
C-

“Satisfactory”

68 - 69
60 - 67

D+
D

“Passing but Inferior”

Below 60

F

“Failure”

READINGS: Available at the College bookstore:
Marger, Martin. Social Inequality: Patterns and Processes (5th edition). McGraw
Hill, 2011.
Kozol, Jonathan. 2008. Letters to a Young Teacher. Random House.
Reserve Selections are available at the Handouts Link for the course’s My
Westminster page.
**You are responsible for understanding handouts that you receive during class
periods

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
*Readings are due for the day on which they are listed.
W Jan 18

Introduction to course
The Sociological Perspective

F 20

Studying Social Inequality

Reading: Marger, Ch. 1
____________________________________________________________
M 23

Bloom’s Taxonomy and Kolb’s Learning Styles
Preliminary reflections: The Morality of Inequality
Reading: Bloom (end of syllabus) and Kolb (handout)
Olin Wright and Rogers, “Thinking about Fairness and Inequality”
(My WC); Ornstein, pp. 141-44 (My WC)

7

W 25

Classical Theories of Stratification: Marx, Weber
Reading: Marger Ch. 2 to p. 43

F 27

Contemporary Theories of Stratification:
Functionalist, Conflict and Ecological-Evolutionary Theories
Reading: Marger, rest of Ch. 2.

M 30

Legitimating Inequality through Ideology
Reading: Marger, Ch. 8

W Feb 1

Conceptualizing Social Class
Reading: Ch. 3 to p. 62
Olin Wright and Rogers, “Class” (My WC)
Mini-assignment: 1-2 page typed, dbl-spaced essay on “How
my class position has affected my life.” Bring to class 1
named and 1 anonymous copy

F3

How Does Class Matter: Class and Childrearing
In-Class Exercise: Stratification Profile Poster

Reading: Lareau, “Unequal Childhoods” (My WC)
________________________________________________________________
M6
Life at the Top: the Upper Classes
Reading: Marger Ch. 4
Gaztambide-Fernandez (My WC)
Video segments from People Like Us: Social Class in America
W8

Income vs. Wealth
A profile of, and reasons for, growing income
inequality
The Middle Classes
Reading: Marger Ch. 5, pp. 113-140

8
F 10

Reasons for growing income inequality
Reading: Marger pp. 250-56. Kekes, Efforts to Promote Equality
are Misguided…. (My WC)

SERVICE LEARNING OPTION: St. Vitus Food Pantry, Sat. Feb. 11, 9:30-1
______________________________________________________________
M 13
EXAM 1
W 15

Class Exercise: Social Inequality Monopoly

F 17

Discussion of Monopoly exercise/submit miniassignment
Race, Ethnicity and Income Inequality
Reading: Marger pp. 307-320 (Bring in Bonilla Silva)

SERVICE LEARNING OPTION: Epworth Church Food Pantry, Sat. Feb. 18,
7:45-11:45
_______________________________________________________________
M 20
Discussion of service learning
Gender and Income Inequality
Reading: Marger pp. 341-351, 353-357
W 22

Catch-up or determined by student interests

F 24

The Working Poor
Video: Investigative Reports: Wage Slaves: On NOT Getting
by in America

Submit Journal Entries #1
_____________________________________________________________
M 27
Discuss video
The Working Poor
Reading: Shulman, Introduction and Ch. 3 from The Betrayal of
Work (My WC)
W 29

The Working Poor
Guest speaker: Union organizer with Unite Here! Local 57 (date to
be confirmed)
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F Mar 2

Poverty
Your images of poverty
Defining poverty
Who is poor in America?
Poverty in international perspective

Reading: Marger, Ch. 6 to p. 157, pp. 173-76
_____________________________________________________________
NO CLASS MARCH 3 THROUGH MARCH 11---- ENJOY YOUR SPRING
BREAK!
SERVICE LEARNING OPTION: St. Vitus Food Pantry, Sat. Mar. 10, 9:30-1
M 12

Why Poverty?
Reading: Marger, pp. 158-166
Gans, “The Functions of Poverty” (My WC)

W 14

Experiencing Poverty
Reading: Johnson “On the Margins” and Berube “Sunset
Trailer Park” (My WC)
Video clips from People Like Us: Social Class in America

F 16

Anti-poverty policies
Welfare across the class system
Guest speaker: Ms. Diane Iervoline, Asst. Director, Lawrence
County Department of Public Welfare
Reading: Marger pp. 166-73, 256-272
Dillon, “Dynamics of Welfare Stigma” (My WC)

SERVICE LEARNING OPTION: Epworth Church Food Pantry, Sat. Mar. 17,
7:45-11:45
________________________________________________________________
M 19
Discussion of service learning
Anti-poverty policies
W 21

No Class: Participate in Poverty Simulation on Thurs. Mar. 22
from 3:30-5 in Witherspoon Rooms
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F 23

Submit Poverty Simulation miniassignment

In-class miniassignment exercise and review: Writing Social
Class Vignettes
________________________________________________________________
M 26
EXAM 2
W 28

CLASS DEBATE: Welfare Policies and Family Life (mini-assignment)
Reading: Selections on pro-marriage policies, unwed parenting and
welfare receipt (My WC).

F 30

Social Mobility

Reading: Marger Ch. 7, pp. 189-212
___________________________________________________________________
M Apr 2
Political ideologies, parties and movements: platforms and policies on
income inequality
Reading: Marger pp. 272-77
Miniassignment: Bring your assigned Web research to class for
several minutes of oral summary
W Apr 4

TBA: Early Education and Inequality or Hunger Issues based on class
service learning choices
Submit Journal Entries #2

NO CLASS THURS APR 5 THROUGH MON APR 9---- EASTER BREAK
T 10

MONDAY CLASSES MEET
TBA: Early Education and Inequality or Hunger Issues or based on
student interests

W 11

Educational Inequality: Elementary years
Reading: Kozol through p. 57
Miniassignment: Consultancies (remember encyclopedias)

F 13 (be afraid)

Hunger

Video: Hunger No More
(Instructor presenting at NC SOC meetings)
SERVICE LEARNING OPTION: St. Vitus Food Pantry, Sat. April 14, 9:30-1
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M 16

Discussion of film
Early Educational Inequalities
Reading: Kozol pp. 59-130
Miniassignment Consultancies

W 18

Early Educational Inequalities
Reading: Kozol pp. 131- 189
Miniassignment Consultancies

F 20

Early Educational Inequalities
Reading: Kozol p. 191 to end
Miniassignment Consultancies

SERVICE LEARNING OPTION: Epworth Church Food Distribution Sat. April
21, 7:45-11:45
M 23
Discussion of service learning
Educational Inequality: High School and College
Reading: Perrucci and Wysong, “Educating for Privilege” (My WC)
(Bring in Larew on Legacies)
W 25

NO CLASS: ATTEND UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
CONFERENCE and complete assignment

F 27

Inequality in Health Care
Film: “Sicko”

M 30

Submit Journal Entries #3
Continuation of film
Submit URAC assignment

W May 2

Discussion of film
Wrap-up of class

F4

EXAM 3

FINAL EXAM PERIOD IS Friday May 11 from 8-10:30 am. You will submit
and present on your two “Thinking Papers” on inequality policies and the
morality of inequality.
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Revised Version of Bloom’s Taxonomy

THE
KNOWLEDGE
DIMENSION

THE COGNITIVE PROCESS DIMENSION
Remember Understand Apply
Analyze
Evaluate
Interpret
Exemplify
Recognize
Classify
Execute
Differentiate Check
Recall
Summarize
Implement Organize
Critique
Infer
Attribute
Compare
Explain

FACTUAL
Terminology,
specific details
and elements
CONCEPTUAL
Classifications,
principles,
generalizations,
theories,
models
PROCEDURAL
Methods of
inquiry, criteria
for using
techniques
METACOGNITIVE
Knowledge of
cognition,
including one’s
own

Adapted from: Anderson, Lorin W, David R Krathwohl, Peter W Airasian, Kathleen
A Cruikshank, Richard E Mayer, Paul R. Pintrich, James Raths, and Merlin C
Wittrock, editors. 2001. A Taxonomy for Teaching, Learning and Assessing: A
Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives (Complete Edition).
Addison, Wesley and Longman.

Create

Generate
Plan
Produce

