CJS/SOC 201 02: Juvenile Delinquency
Spring 2012, Westminster College

Instructor: Kristenne M. Robison, Ph.D.

Room: MCC 180

Office: 327 MCC

Meeting Times: TR 11-12:30 pm

Email: robisokm@westminster.edu

Office Hours: T 2-4 pm, W 10-11:30 or
by appointment

Course Description: This course is designed to study juvenile delinquency within the
United States and the contributing factors associated with delinquent behavior. To
accomplish this goal many facets of juvenile delinquency will be explored throughout
the course of the semester. These include: the major theories within the field that
attempt to explain delinquent behavior, the juvenile justice system, the historical
development of societal control of those deemed by society to be juvenile delinquents,
and how factors such as race, gender, and social class shape delinquency and the
subsequent responses to juvenile delinquency.

Student Learning Outcomes: By the time you complete this course students
should have a basic understanding of:
(1) evaluate and compare theories of juvenile delinquency (midterm, final, service
learning journal)
(2) demonstrate an awareness of the nature and extent of deviant behavior in juveniles
(midterm, final, class participation, service learning journal)
(3) utilize critical thinking skills related to human and societal behavior (midterm, final,
active learning exercise, class participation, service learning journal)
(4) identify, justify, and explain how juveniles relate to themselves and others (midterm,
final, active learning exercise, service learning journal)
(5) evaluate and analyze current research being done in the field of juvenile delinquency
and justice (midterm, final)
(6) locate, describe, and analyze programs for youth offenders, more specifically within
the Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice System (juvenile justice awareness presentation,
active learning exercise, and final exam)
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Academic Integrity: “Central to the purpose and pursuit of any academic
community is academic integrity. All members of the Westminster community,
including students, faculty, staff, and administrators, are expected to maintain the
highest standards of honesty and integrity, in keeping with the philosophy and mission
of the College.” It is expected that students turn in original academic work and cite all
sources. For more details please go to the following website:
http://www.westminster.edu/staff/corsokf/SPE_111/Documents/academic%20integrit
y_student_handbook_FL07.pdf

Individuals with Disabilities: Westminster College actively strives for the full
inclusion of all our students. Students with disabilities who require access solutions for
environmental or curricular barriers should contact Corey Shaw, Director of the Office
of Disability Resources, located in 209 Thompson-Clark Hall. phone: 724-946-7192 email: shawcj@westminster.edu. For more details please go to the following website:
http://www.westminster.edu/student/disability_support/dis_overview.cfm

Available Support Services: Westminster College has a variety of support
services. Some of them are:
• Library Instruction: Reference Librarian, Dorita Bolger (x-7325)
• The Learning Center: Director, Sally Huey (x-6700, or 6812)

Classroom Expectations & Environment: It is the expectation of the instructor
that students are here to learn, will attend all classes, complete the assigned readings on
time, contribute to large and small group discussions, and hand in class assignments on
time. I tend to look more favorably on borderline grades when students regularly attend
and actively participate in class. In regards to assignments I typically give students
ONE “freebie.” A freebie is a one-time extension on an assignment. I suggest you
strategize and use the freebie wisely. Y ou must contact me before the assignment is
due to use the freebie.
I am a stickler for time so please arrive on time for class. Notify the instructor
beforehand if you will be late or need to leave class early. Please turn your cell phone off
promptly when you enter the classroom. I am from Generation X. We did not have cell
phones or laptops in college. I am from the mindset that if you are here in this room,
why not be here fully? Be in the moment.
I envision the sociology classroom as a space for interrupting and challenging the social
perspectives we hold from our personal interactions with the social world. Y ou may not
always agree with the readings or the perspectives of others, in fact I would be
disappointed if you did, but there are appropriate ways to publicly disagree. One such
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tactic is to repeat what you heard or read, then state that you disagree with the
statement and provide rationale for your disagreement. It is good practice to always be
respectful to your classmates and instructor.
Lastly, this is a service learning course. Over the course of the semester you are
required to participate in approximately 15 hours of service learning outside of the
classroom. I chose multiple service learning sites in hopes that you will find one that
resonates with your interests. If you do not desire to be in this section you have the
choice of transferring to the other section of this course which is not a service learning
course.

Required Course Materials:

Berger, Ronald J. and Paul D. Gregory, Eds. 2009. Juvenile Delinquency and
Justice: Sociological Perspectives. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
Humes, Edward. 1996. No Matter How Loud I Shout: A Year in the Life of
Juvenile Court. New Y ork, NY: Touchstone.
*all other course readings can be found on the front page of our my.westminster course
page under the handouts section.

Grading Scale:
A

93-100

B

83-86

C

73-76

D

60-66

A-

90-92

B-

80-82

C-

70-72

F

0-59

B+

87-89

C+

77-79

D+

67-69

Assignments & Grading:

Active Learning Exercise (12.5%): Students get a choice of completing one of the
following options to complete the active learning component of the course. The
following active learning exercises have been adapted from Dr. Robert Agnew’s Juvenile
Delinquency Syllabus. Y our active learning exercise is due by Tuesday, April 17 th .
1) Class Field Trip: Participate in a field trip and write a 3-4 page report (typed,

double-spaced) describing the trip and your reactions to it (e.g., was it what you
expected, what theory of delinquency does the organization work under to reduce
recidivism, do you think their approach will be/is successful…why or why not).
Relate your field trip to course materials.
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2) Lunch with Professional: Take a juvenile justice professional to lunch. Invite a

police officer that works with juveniles, a juvenile probation officer, an attorney
who represents or prosecutes juvenile offenders, or a counselor working with
juvenile offenders to lunch. I can supply you with the names of potential
professionals. Talk with the person about their job. Do some background
reading to prepare and prepare questions in advance (e.g., what do you do during
a typical day, what impact do you think you have on the juvenile offenders you
work with, how has your job changed over the past 10 or 20 years, how would you
change your job, what do you think are the causes of delinquency, what do you
think we should do to control delinquency, etc.?). Write a 3-4 page report
summarizing the interview and your reactions to what was said. Y ou might also
present your findings to class (see me for specifics). To the extent possible relate
your guest's comments to class materials.
3) Outside Lecture: Attend an outside lecture or presentation related to

delinquency (I must approve the lecture/presentation in advance). Write a 3-4
page report that briefly describes the lecture/presentation, how it relates to
course materials, and provide your personal reaction to the lecture.
4) Film Review: Review a fictional on non-fictional film related to juvenile

delinquency. Write a 3-4 page report that includes the following: the first page
should briefly describe the film and the remaining two pages should relate the
film to course materials. In particular, describe how the film illustrates course
materials (what characteristics are related to delinquents, what theories of
delinquency are present or insinuated, what is believed to cause the delinquency,
how is the juvenile justice system portrayed (police, courts, corrections), and/or
what strategies for controlling delinquency are included (deterrence,
incapacitation, rehabilitation, prevention). Note areas where the film seems to
contradict course materials. A list of potential films can be found on
my.westminster.

Midterm (20%): A midterm is scheduled for Thursday, March 2n d. The midterm will
consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions. A study guide will be
provided.

Final Exam (25%): A final exam is scheduled for Monday, May 7th from 8:00 am10:30 am. The final exam will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay
questions. A study guide will be provided.
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Service Learning Journal (20%): Y ou are required to keep a journal on your service
learning activities. Detailed journal guidelines are included at the end of the syllabus.

Juvenile Justice Awareness Presentation (12.5%): Students will pair with one
other student to present on a specific topic related to Pennsylvania’s treatment of
juvenile offenders and/or who are considered wards of the state. The goal of this
exercise is to raise student awareness of the juvenile justice system in Pennsylvania.
Students should do the following in their 15 minute presentation: introduce new
information to the class discussion, relate the information to class readings, increase
student knowledge of the PA juvenile justice system, and when possible, provide
handouts of relevant information to the class. Since we have a smart classroom I
encourage you to use the internet when useful and relevant to your presentation. In
addition I encourage groups to meet with me before your presentation to receive
feedback on your ideas. Information presented is fair game for the midterm and final.

Class Participation and Attendance (10%): Students are expected to attend and
actively participate in all classes. Y ou will be graded on attendance and engagement in
class discussions. Y ou will be graded on attendance and engagement in class
discussions. Simply talking does not count as quality class participation, be sure to
ground your comments in relation to course readings, class discussions, and class
activities. If you are not a public speaker, don’t fret as you can use our course forum to
make comments, upload relevant clips, and more. All students can use the forum to
boost their class participation!

Course Reading Schedule:
Tues., January 17 th

Course Introduction
Ross, Richard. 2011. “Juvenile Injustice.” Harper’s Magazine.

Juvenile Delinquency in Historical Perspective
Thurs., January 19th

Editors - p. 1-7, Platt, p. 9-25

Tues., January 24 th

Ryerson - p. 27-43, Ferdinand - p. 45-63
Presentation #1: History of Treatment of PA Juveniles

The Measurement and Social Distribution of Delinquency
Thurs., January 26th

Editors - p. 65-77, Esbensen and Huizinga - p. 79-100
Presentation #2: Distribution of PA Juvenile Delinquency

Tues., January 31 st

Peterson, Miller, and Esbensen - p. 101-126

5

Presentation #3: Juvenile Gang Activity in PA

The Social Psychology of Delinquency
Thurs., February 2n d

Movie: Scared Straight

Tues., February 7 th

Editors - p. 127-147, Lundman - p. 149-159

Thurs., February 9th

Winfree, Jr., Griffiths, and Sellers - p. 161-181
Presentation #4: Role of Drug Abuse in PA Delinquency

Tues., February 14 th

Carpenter et al. – p. 183-198

Thurs., February 16th

Campbell - p. 199-218, Movie: Girl Trouble

Tues., February 21 st

Garcia & Lane* - p. 1-26
Presentation #5: Gender in the PA Juvenile System

Thurs., February 23rd

Berger - p. 219-229
Presentation #6: Prevalence of PA School Shootings

Tues., February 28th

Movie: Bowling for Columbine

Thurs., March 2n d

Mid-term

Happy Spring Break!!!

Social Structure and Delinquency: Family, Schools, Community and Work
Tues., March 13th

Editors - p. 231-238, Cernkovich and Giordano - p. 239-262
Presentation #7: PA Family Programs for Children

Thurs., March 15th

Williams and Kornblum - p. 263-274, Bowditch - p. 275-296
1 st Active Learning Exercise Due (my.westminster)

Tues., March 20th

Wright & Cullen – p. 323-349
Presentation #8: PA Prevention Programs for
Delinquency

Wed., March 21 st

Required: Poverty Simulation (Witherspoon Rooms)
Attend Session I: 3:30-5:00 or Session II: 5:00-6:30

Thurs., March 22n d

No Class – see Wed, March 21 st
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Law Violating Youth Groups & Gang Delinquency
Tues., March 27 th

Editors - p. 351-353, W.J. Chambliss - p. 355-368
Presentation #9: Role of Poverty in Delinquency

Thurs., March 29th

Kubrin – p. 407-432, Horowitz - p. 433-451
Presentation #10: Rap Music & Delinquency

The Contemporary Juvenile Justice System
Tues., April 3rd

Class Trip to George Junior Republic, depart 9:15 am
Return by 12:30 pm

Thurs., April 5th

No Class – Easter Break

Tues., April 10th

No Class – Monday classes meet

Thurs., April 12th

Berger - p. 453-475, Humes – p. 11-70
Presentation #11: Stages of PA Juvenile Justice System

Tues., April 17 th

Werthman and Piliavin - p.477-486, Emerson - p. 487-500
2n d Active Learning Exercise Due (my.westminster)

Thurs., April 19th

Humes, p. 71-156

Fri., April 20th

Global Y outh Service Day!!!

Tues., April 24 th

Humes, p. 157-256

Thurs., April 26th

Feld - p. 501-522, Barton and Butts - p. 523-539
Presentation #12: PA Incarceration for Juveniles

Tues., May 1 st

Humes, p. 257-372

Thurs., May 3rd

Gregory, DeVall, and Hartmann - p. 541-562
Presentation #13: Recidivism Rates for PA Juveniles

Mon., May 7 th

8:00-10:30 am Final Exam
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CJS/SOC 201: Juvenile Delinquency Service Learning Journal Guidelines*
Service learning is defined as “a credit-bearing, educational experience in which
students participate in an organized service activity that meets identified community
needs and reflect on the service activity in such a way as to gain further understanding
of course content, a broader appreciation of the discipline and an enhanced sense of
civic responsibility” (Bringle and Hatcher, A Service Learning Curriculum for Faculty,
The Michigan Journal of Community Service-Learning, Fall, 1995).
My goals for you with our service learning portion of the course include the following:
 deepen you r u n dersta n din g of cou rse th eories, con cepts a n d resea rch fin din gs by
applying them to the service learning setting
 refin e you r skills in va lu e-free sociological observation
 better understand the systemic conditions that shape juvenile delinquency
 in crea se you r exposu re to th e diversity of Am erica n society
 en ga ge in a ffective lea rn in g by explorin g th e em otion s, m ora ls a n d va lu es felt a n d
developed through your experience
 reflect on the role of service in civic responsibility and a democratic society
 see the similarities between yourself and youth who are labeled at-risk or delinquent
BEFORE your first shift of service learning:
1. Create and state several of your own goals for your service learning experience,
perhaps thinking about areas like knowledge, skills, career exploration and/or personal
development. Y ou may choose to add to this list over time.
2. Write at least a paragraph on your expectations for your experience. These may, for
example, relate to characteristics and behavior of people in the setting and more.
AFTER each shift of service learning:
1. As soon after a shift as possible please write about the following things in your service
learning journal:
 observations from the experience
 links between what you observed and our course readings, discussions, or
films
 personal reflections on your service learning experience
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Service Learning Requirements:
 A ta rget n u m ber of h ou rs is 15 tota l h ou rs of service lea rn in g, h ow ever m ore a re
certainly allowed. These should occur over a minimum of seven weeks.
 I t sh ou ld be a goa l to con sisten tly a tten d you r service lea rn in g a ssign m en t. H ow ever
if you are sick or the weather is poor, use your best judgment and contact the
appropriate person to inform them you will not be attending.
 Alw a ys be profession a l in you r service lea rn in g in tera ction s. Th is in clu des dressin g
appropriately, being respectful, being on time, and communicating with your service
learning contact person. If you need a ride please contact me as soon as possible as I
will do my best to arrange one for you.
 Service lea rn in g jou rn a ls w ill be tu rn ed in on ce over sprin g brea k so th a t I may
provide students adequate feedback on their entries.
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