Syllabus: MUS 421 and 421V
Concert Choir
Spring, 2012
Chapel
3:40-5:10 p.m., T/R
1 Credit Hour

Dr. Robin A. Lind
Patterson Hall, Studio C
X-7278
lindra@westminster.edu

TEXT: Choral octavos will be handed out to each singer. Singers are responsible for purchasing a black (8
½ by 11) folder in which to put the music. Music must be returned to the department after the concert.
Bring a pencil to rehearsals.
DESCRIPTION: The Concert Choir is an auditioned choir of approximately 45-50 mixed voices. This
ensemble sings traditional, contemporary, and multi-cultural choral pieces. Instruction is giving in
musicianship and vocal/choral pedagogy to its members. The choir participates in 1-3 Sunday Vespers, in
the annual Christmas Vespers service, and presents several choral concerts throughout the year, both on and
off campus. The Concert Choir tours annually throughout parts of the United States or Europe. Students
desiring partial Intellectual Perspectives (IP) credit in Visual & Performing Arts should register for MUS
421V. Prerequisites: audition and permission of the instructor.
TEACHER EXPECTATIONS:
Members of the Concert Choir are expected to:
1. Come mentally and physically prepared to rehearsals and performances.
2. Limit talking and discussions during rehearsals to questions about the music.
3. Bring a pencil and their music to every rehearsal.
4. Attend all rehearsals (notify director in advance of an unavoidable absence)
5. Attend all performances.
6. Attend weekly sectionals.
7. Participate in fundraising events.
OBJECTIVES:
Our objectives, as a musical ensemble representing Westminster College, are:
1. To present concerts of the highest musical and aesthetic quality.
2. To develop an understanding of the music performed, historically and stylistically.
3. To enjoy singing together as a group, both in rehearsals and performances and to share that joy
and passion with our audiences.
4. To be open to constructive criticism from the director and other members so that the quality and
performance of the ensemble improves.
5. To grow as singers through instruction in vocal and choral pedagogy.
6. To serve as ambassadors for Westminster College for school functions, tour, and for concerts on
and off campus.
7. To encourage teamwork and to achieve our goals by placing the needs of the whole above the
needs of the individual.
ATTIRE: Concert Choir members are required to purchase formal attire for concert performances. Men
wear black tuxes and women wear a formal black dress, purchased specifically for Westminster Choirs.
ATTENDANCE:
• Rehearsals begin at 3:40.
o Tardies begin at 3:40 (no excuses) Be there for the downbeat of the warm-up.
• Concerts: Everyone must attend. If you know that you will be unavailable to perform in the
Spring Concert, you cannot be in the Concert Choir, and will need to change your schedule.
• Unavoidable conflicts with rehearsals, vespers, or additional performances must be submitted in
writing at the beginning of the semester.
o Fraternity/Sorority/SGA/RA meetings are not considered excused absences from
rehearsals, Vespers, or Concerts.
• Participation/Attitude

o
o
o
o

o

Cell-Free Zone: no cell phones are permitted during rehearsals or sectionals. Dismissal
from choir will result.
Keep talking limited to discussions about the music or choir topics.
 Leave your personal life at the door.
Keep a pencil in your notebook.
 Mark your score at every rehearsal.
Employ a positive attitude at all times.
 Offer positive support to other members of the choir both inside and outside of
rehearsals.
Make-up Credit: see Instructor.

GRADING:
Attendance at rehearsals
Each absence is 3 pts.
If you are late you will be docked 1 pt.
If you miss more than 10 you will be required to withdraw
Attendance at sectionals (roll will be taken)
Attendance at Vespers (2)
Attendance at Palm Sunday Vespers
Attendance at Concert
TOTAL

45 points

10
20
20
35
130

Grading Scale:
(121-130 = A/93%) (117-120 = A-/90%) (114-116=B+88%) (108-113=B/83%) (104-107=B-/80%)
(101-103=C+/78%) (95-100=C/73%) (91-94=C-/70%) etc.
PERFORMANCES:

Vespers:

Jan. 29
April 1
April 29

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday
Choruses/Solos from Messiah
7:00 p.m.
Senior Choir

Spring Choir Concert: April 29, Sunday
Messiah Choruses and Solos
No. 24 (pg. 113)
No. 25 (pg. 117)
No. 26 (pg. 122)
No. 31/32 (pg. 141)

No. 33 (pg. 144)
No. 36 (pg. 158)

Chapel, 3:00 p.m.

Surely He hath born our griefs
And with His stripes we are healed
All we like sheep have gone astray
Tenor Recitative/Aria
He was cut off of the land of the living
But Thou didst not leave His soul in hell
Lift up your heads, O ye gates
Bass Aria Thou art gone up on high

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS OUTCOMES
A balanced program in the arts should provide students the means to explore the arts as a form of
expressive communication that is intellectual, creative and spiritual. Therefore, an intellectual perspective
course in the visual or performing arts should enable the students to:
1. Recognize and use the basic vocabularies, materials, tools, techniques, forms, structures, and
intellectual methods of a visual or performing art.
Choir members develop both the technical proficiency and the conceptual understandings
necessary to perform a choral work. Technical proficiency includes posture, breath support, tone
quality, intonation, diction, and phrasing. It also includes correct pronunciation and understanding
of texts in German, French, Latin, Italian and other languages. These elements form the basis for
understanding the basics of music (vocabulary, materials, tools, techniques, forms, and structure).
Intellectual comprehension of the subject matter includes the discussion of English translations of
the above mentioned texts and discussions of texts by English poets. It also includes the
development of music reading skills which include pitch, rhythm, and musical symbols for
dynamics, tempo, articulation, and phrasing.
The above technical and intellectual skills combine to form the basis of an artistic and aesthetic
performance. Singers follow the conductor’s gestures which serve to highlight aspects of each
work. Students learn and practice these skills and concepts within the group, developing musical
sensitivity as they produce artistic performances.
2. Define and explore with insight, reason and technical proficiency those problems generated by
each student’s artistic production.
Choir members apply technical ability and conceptual understandings to a variety of performance
situations as well as to a variety of choral genres and styles. In each situation, students are
required to make musical decisions that result in the choir’s unique interpretation of each choral
work. To successfully achieve this goal with historical authenticity, students must understand
performance practices of each musical era and implement appropriate stylistic considerations for
each piece. To successfully achieve this goal with sensitive musical judgment, students must
make decisions regarding the appropriateness of musical gestures that affect the aesthetic quality
of the work. Such gestures include the degree to which students perform dynamic changes,
articulations, phrasing, diction, and variations in tone quality.
3. Reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of each student’s work and the work of
others.
Implementation: Courses that are performance-based (in which a product is produced)
During the rehearsal process, students are required to answer questions regarding their
performance in the following categories: technique, diction, phrasing, tone quality, etc. Students
are required to sing alone, within their section, and as part of the entire ensemble so that they can
assess their achievement compared with other members of the ensemble. After a concert, the
choir listens to and evaluates its performance based on the categories previously listed.
"Accessibility Statement
Westminster College actively strives for the full inclusion of all our students. Students with
disabilities who require access solutions for environmental or curricular barriers should contact
Corey Shaw, Director of Disability Support Services, located in 209 Thompson-Clark Hall. phone:
724-946-7192 e-mail: shawcj@westminster.edu"

